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_ Sir, 


Y your fo ye urging me to think 
of Writing ſomewhat by way of 
Anſwer to Amyntor, it ſeems to 

me that you have not yet read the Book, 
but only dipr here and there in it, and be. 
cauſe you ſaw my Name frequently men- 
tioned, think there muſt needs be. ſome- 
thing in the Book that bears hard upon 
me, and which I am concerned in Honor 
to make ſome , f. 4 on. 

I deſire you therefore firſt, to read 0- 
ver the Book very carefully, if you have 
not yet done 1t) and after thar, to con- 
fider thoſe Reaſons which 1 "hall now 
give you, why I have no thoughts ar 
preſent of Writing, any Anſwer to it ; and 
then I make no doubt but you will be of 
my Mind, viz. That it isalrogether need- 
ef for me,' to give cither my ſelf, or the 


World : any N2Ore trouble about this Mate * 
ter. A 2 -- | In: 


\[r12 ] 
In Amyntor, there is firſt a general A- 
pology for Writing Lives, whether of 
200d. or bad Men. . But in this part of 
the Book, from p. 1. to 11. you will fee 
a4 1 am nor concer ned. ; 


in my / Sermon B94 the Ffouſe - Com 
monsz and therefore you with others, 
may think perhaps. ir lies 0n me to re- 
ply roit: Bur when you have read it 0- 
yer, I believe you will be: of another 


Mind, ; becauſe you will eali]y perceive 


chat the Aurhor and I are at. Jaſt, well 
enough agreed in that Point wherein \ WC 
ſeemed moſt to difler. | 

The Matcer of Fat is this: He had 
ſaid in the Life of Milion, that many Sup- 
poſetitious Pieces amder the Name of Chriſt and 
his Apitles, and. oth tr great Perſons had 
been { ublife ea ad Hpproved,, {( by. ſome T 
ſuppoſe he means, not: by all) ' the Pri- 
mitive Times ; And to. this Obſeryation, 
becauſe (by my little Readivg), I knew 
there was much oy Truth | mM.it,. 1 made 


bs] 
no Exception. But he had ſaid moreo- 
© yer, that he doybted the Spurtouſneſs of ſeve- 
ral more ſuch Books was yet undiſcovered, thro 
the Remoteneſs of thoſe Times, &c. And 
this Paſſage I found fault with, as what 
proceeding from the Mouth of a Perſon 
in high Eſteem (as I had heard) viith 
ſome Men for his great Parts and Learn- 
10g, might give occaſion tocthem, and to 
others not ſo well read in Antiquity as 
they rook him ro be, to think that ſome 
of thoſe Books which are received by the 
whole Chriſtian Church, as Parts of Ca- 
nonical Scripture, are of very uncertain 
Authoricy z (becauſe, as I then faid, 1 
knew of no other Pieces under the Name 
of Chriſt .and bis Apoſtles, the Spurwuſ- 
neſs- whereof had not been diſcovered) and 
I charged him with Infidelity, if indeed he 
_ did\doubr of the . Authority. of theſe 
Books ; and with Immodeſty, for fo o- 
penly Afﬀronting-the holy Religion,” Pro- 
feſſed and Eſtabliſhed among us, by de- 
daring this his Doubt 1a Print. 
Bur he faves now, that I was miſtaken 
in 


[4 ] 

1a my Cenſure, becauſe the Books which 
he meant, (viz. In this laſt Paſſage which 
I excepted againſt, as well as in the for- 
mer; or elſe all that he Writes from p. 18. 
tO Þ. 43. is nothing to me, nor to the 
Purpoſe) are, either ſome Books, the 
Spuriouſneſs of moſt of which has been 
diſcovered many hundred Years ago, and 
which are few of them now extant; a 
large Catalogue whereof he has given us 
from p. 20. to P. 42, and it ſeems it was 
only my fooliſh Miſtake to think that the 
word (yet) when he ſayes the Spuriouſneſs 
of theſe Books 1s yet undiſcovered, did 
refer to this preſent Year, whenas indeed 
it was meantby him to refer to ſome time 
many Years {incepaſt and gone; orelfe he 
meant the Books aſcribed to certain Apo- 
ftolick Men ; particularly the Epiſtle of 
Barnabas, the Paſtor of Hermas, the Ept- 
{tle of: Polycarpus to' the Phulipptans, the 
firſt Epiſtle: of Clemens Romanue to the 
Cormthians, and the ſeven Epiſtles of 17- 
eLLATHS 


And 
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And I cant wnagine now what you 
would have me reply to this ; for whether 
he did mean theſe, and only thefe Books 
in that Paſlage which I excepted againſt, 
none Can certainly tell but himſelf ; if 
therefore he fayes he did mean only theſe, 
and not the Books of the New Teſtament, 
how can I contradict hun ? 

All that I could fay ro this; (if I had a 
mind to reply to this part of his Book): 
would be only to give the World the . 
Reaſon that made me think, he meant 
not theſe only, but likewiſe ſome of the 
| Books of the New Teſtament ; which 
was this ; that he having ſpoken before of 
| Suppoſuetious Pieces under the Name of Chriſt 
| and bis Apoſiles as well as of other great Per- 
| ſons ; 1t was very reaſonable to think, that 
| When unmedaately after, in the ſame Pe- 
riod, he ſpeaks of ſeveral more ſuch Books,the 
Spuriouſneſs of which is not yet diſcoyer- 
ed, he had meant, ſeveral, ſome at leaſt, 
of all the forts before menrioned ; that is, 
ome under the Name of Chriſt, and ſome 
under the Name of bis Apoſtles, as well 


as 
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as ſome wnder the. Name of other great 
Perſons. For how ſhould I know what 
he meant by ſuch Books, -but by looking 
back, and ſeeing what Books he had 
ſpoken of before? And finding that he 
had there ſpoken, not only of Books #»»- 
der the Name of ' other great Perſons, but 
likewiſe under the Name of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, what could I underſtand by 
ſuch Books, but Books wnder the 


Name of Chriſt anitis Apoſtles, as well 


as ſome wnder the Name of other . great 
Perſons? And if he did not meari fo; or 
would not have been thought to have 
meant ſo ; he ought, I think, to have 
diſtinguiſh'd and have made that Paſlage 
which I excepted mer 2 an intire Sen- 
tence by its ſelf; and have faid plainly, 
that tho' he thought ſome Books Spurious, 
which ſome orhers believed tobe Genuine, 
they were only ſome pieces that had been 
ſacribed to the other great Men, but not 
any of thoſe that were received as Pieces 


of Chriit or his Apoſtles; and if he had | t 


Writen his Mind thus clearly, T ſhould 


na 


[ 2.] 
no more haye © excepted againſt this - 
Paſſage than Idid againſt theformer, 

But he fays, If 1had been diſpoſed to deal 
mngenuouſly with bum, 1 might have ſeen, with- 
ext the help of the Fathers, (which he ſuppo- 
ſes I know nothing of) that be did ut mean 
the Books of the New Teſtament, when he men- 
toned Suppoſatitious Preces under the Name of 
Chriſt, futce there is none Aſcribed to him im 
the whole Bible, nor do we read there, that 
he ever wrote any thing, except once with 
bus Finger on the Ground, when he acquit- 
ted the Woman taken in Adultery, But I 
wonder this ſhould be urged by a Man 
that has ſo very lately written the Life of 
ohm Miltm ; for by the ſame Argument 
Imight prove, that Paradice loft, and 9- 
ther late Pieces Aſcribed by this Author, 
' as well as others, to John Malton, are none 
of his, becauſe ris certain they were not 
written by him ; for how could he Write 
when he was blind ? And if to this he 
ſhould anſwer, as I ſuppoſe he would, 
| that they may however, truly and pro- 
perly enough, be ſaid to be Pieces of: 

7 2 _ Mit 
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Milton, becanfe they were DiCtated, al- 
though nor Written by himfelf; T ſee 
no Reaſon why our Saviours Sermon on 
the Mount, and his ſeveral other Sermons 
and Diſcourſes . which were utter'd and 
ſpoken by himſelf, cho' Recorded by the 
Evangeliiis, may not be Aſcribed to him ; 
and be faid (in this Author's Phraſe) to 
be Preces under the Name of Chriſt. $0 
that if this be the only Reaſon I had to 


* Think, that zwhen he- mentioned Pieces 


under the Name of Chritk and his A4- 
poſiles, and other great Men, he did not 
mean the Books of the New Teltament ; 
f chink that {ince there are no Pieces now 
extant, ' that can in any ſenſe be called 
Pieces under the Name of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, the Spuriouſnefs whereof 
hath not been. diſcovered, except only 
thofe which 'make up the New Teſta- 
raent. I had muchbetter Reaſon to believe 
chat: he did mean theſe, or ſome of thele. 
And 1 this Opinion I was the more con- 
firmed, © becauſe I neyer - (either ' before 
the ''zoth of- January,” or fince) have 
THY. + 85:4 1 on oY ET mer 


[9] | 

met wich fo: much as one ſingle Perſon 
that did not underſtand that Paſſage in 
his Book in the ſame Senſe that I did. | 

Whether therefore I did miſtake and 
miſrepreſent his Meaning, is' a Queſtion 
chat none buit he himſelf, who beſt knew 
his owa Meaning, can decide; but whe- 
cher I miſtook it (if indeed I did miſtake 
ic without ſufficient Ground from his own 
| Expreſſion, is another Queſtion, which I 
| could very Willingly leavetobedecided, by 
any indifterent Perſons; nay, 1f I were to 
chuſe the Judges, and could be well aflu- 
red that they would fpeak their Minds 
freely, they ſhould bethoſe very Men that 
are his great Admirers, who Iam perſwa- 
ded would all with one Voice fay that 
they underſtood him as I did; and that 
they look upon that E. <poſition which he 
has now given of chat Paſſage, -as little 
better than a Retractation of that bold | 
Poſition which they thought he had be- 
fore advanced, and for the ſake of which, 
and of other ſuch like impious- Infiaita- 


rions. in that and other Books, ſaid to be- 
R 3 Writs 


eu 


; 


it 1s that they. do. chiefly 


[ 10 ] Ks 
Written by the ſame Anthor, (I fear) 
admire .him. 

But whether I did miſunderſtand him, 
or no, and whether I had good reaſon to 
underſtand him-as 1did, or not, are 
private Queſtions, which only he and 1 
are concerned in; and T1 think it foo- 
Iſh to trouble the reſt of the World 
about them. 

It 1s ſnflicient, that now at laſt we 
are agreed in the main Queſtion, which 
is of more general Concern ; for (unlek 
I miſunderſtand him now as much as 
he ſays I did before) he now agrecs 
with me, that the Books of the New 
Teſtament are Genuine, which was all 
I ever meant to contend for. 


He therefore having declared, , . 


that m the firſt Member of that Paſ- 
ſage in Milton's Life, by the Spurious 
Books publiſhed im the Primitive Times un- 
der the Name of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and other great Men, he meant ſome of the 
Books mentuned in his Catalogue, P. 20. 

c. 


bl 


may 
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ec. (in which, Point 7 did ne- ,, 

ver diſagree with him) and that iv © 
the ſecond member of that Paſſage (with 
whichonly it was that / found fault) by the 


ſever al more, [ , ſach Books | he meant the 


ſuppo ſed W rLtMgs of certam Apoſtolical Men 


| (as they call them) Barnabas, Hermas, &c; 


About which the Learned World has 
been much divided, and probably will 
be, until greater Reaſon ſhall appear 
either wholly to reject them, as alto- 
gether Spurious, or wholly to receive 
them, as in all parts Genuine, than 
has yet been produced, either on the 
one fide or the other: And he having 


moreover expreſly granted, that , _ 


| even thoſe ſeven Pieces, 'as he calls 


themy viz. The Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
the Epiſtle of Tames, the ſecond of Peter, 
the ſecond and third of John, Jude, and 


| the Revelation, which were doubted by 
| ſome of the ,incients, are (not without 


conpincins Reaſons) recerved bythe Moderns ; 


{ I have now no further Quarre] with 
| him: upon the account of this Paſſage; 


we 
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we are thus far fully agreed; may he 
always continue in the good Mind he 
feems now to be in. Only if 1 might 
be heard by him as a Friend, I would 
adyiſe him, in the next Edition of 
Mzlton's Life, either fo to alter the Ex- 
preſſion of that Paſſage which I ex- | 
cepted againſt, that his meaning may | 
not. be fo liable to be miſunderſtood ; ' 
or elſe to add this Explanation which 
he now makes of it, in the Margin, 
And now this great Difference being 
thus amicably compoſed; 1 don't ſee 
what Reaſon I (more than any one 


elſe) have to maintain a Diſpute with | 


him upon any other Account. For | 
whereas I charged him with Confidence | 
for aſſerting King Charles the Firſts Book, | 
calld Tcon Bafilike, to be ſpurious, with- | 
out erther producing any new Evidence for | 
the Proof of hus Mertion : ; of offering one þ 
word im Anſwer to thoſe, juſt and rational } 1 
Exceptions , that had been made before t 
thoſe only Teftumontes, which he uwfiſts up-| 


ou to prove it a Forgery 5 or inakeng anyl 


Fx-t 
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Exceptions to thoſe later * Evidences that 
have been produced to prove a Authentick'; 


The matter of Fa&t he does not deny, ' 


and whether the Charge was juſtly 


grounded on the Matter of Fact, the 
World will judge. 
In this laſt Book indeed, he fays; 


be will make amends for all fra Q- 


| | miſſons 3 and, I ſuppoſe, thinks has 


done it ; but whether he has or - not, 
I ſhall likewiſe leave the World to- 


' Judge; becauſe I do not think 1t pre- 


per for me, to take this Controverſte 
out of another Man's Hands, whois 


| better. prepared, and better able to mas 
| -nage it than my ſelf. 


Only, becauſe perhaps that worthy 


| Perſon (Gid by him and others to be 
| Mr. Wazftaff,) may not think a formal 
' Reply needful to that little, (that very 
| little indeed) that 15, faid in Amyntor, 
' more than had been ſaid before, to 


prove the Book Suppoſttitious ; 1 will 


| jult hinc this one thing to you 5 (and 
pon Perufal of all that has been faid 


ON 


[ 14 ] 
on both ſides, 1 believe you will find 
it true; ) viz. that Dr. Gauden himſelf | 
15 the only Evidence; that has yet ap- | 
peared (and he, not in Perſon, but by. |, 
his Friends, though in this I think no | 
Friends to his Reputation or Memory) | 
to prove himſelf the Author of that | 
Book, For all that Dr. Walker fays, | 
' is from Dr. Gauden;z except only that | 


he : ſaw the Book under Dr. Gaudens | 


Hand-writing 3; (which might be, and 
yet Dr. Gauden the Tranſcriber only, 


not the Author ; according to what 1s | | 


faid in Mr. Le Pla's Letter.) And all 
that Mrs. Gauden ſays, whether in | 
the Fragments. before publiſhed , or | 
in the larger Narrative printed in 4- | 
myntor, 1s, as from her Husband, that | 


is, from Dr. Gauden {till Nay, and | * 
eyen all that my. Lord Anglefre teltifies Þ 


- under, his Hand, - as told him by the | 


Royal Brothers, (ſuppoſing the Memoran- | \ 


dum to. be my Lords Hand-writing, | 


and that it contains a true Relation of | £; 


what was told him by them;) and all | 
that | 


[ 15 ] 


| ſhall teſtifie as by Hear-fay from the 
| Rojal- Brothers, 1s from Dr. Gauden {till : 
| it plainly appearing by the whole Sto 
' ry, and particularly . by- Mr. North's Pa- 
| pers, - that both/ King Charles the Second; 
| and his Brother did believe, or wete 
' thought to believe the Book to be their 
| Fathers; till Dr. Gauden, in order: to Fer 
4 ..good Biſhoprick for -his good Servt- 
ces, told them otherwiſe. ' Dr. Gauder's 
Teſtiniony beitig therefore- the ſingle E- 
vidence on that ſide : 1 leave it to you 
| to conſider, whether his -manifeft Inte, 
| reſt in affirming. this,- and his: Zeal in 
purſuing his' Intereſt by this Report of 
| his, being fo very evident; - they do not 
| render his ſingle Teſtirhony [liable to great. 
| Suſpicion. And-1. leave. it [to all . the 
| World.to conſider, -of--whit' weight or 
| Validicy any Man's Teſtimony eati be, ef- 
+ pecially when , he-- teſtifies, for his -own, 
Aovantages 1h caſe the: Mattet- of his 


- oF -Y 


Cre- 


A 


that ariy  otHer. Perſons, thouſh there 
be - Five - Hiiadred of them; do or 


- 


eſtimony be fiich;;- thac it can't be. 


\ 


| Rae L 46:J | 
il ctedited/ withgut allowing,;-chat he (the 
| Witneſs himſelf) has formerly been guil- |. ? 
ty, of , 4 ' moſt, notorious Forgery, and | " 
conſequently  thax -he is not a - credible | ? 
Witneſs, ... : -;:- | 


In "the. Conflufion, of Amer the 
Author takes Occaſion, from the Offence 
my. Sermon - has. given him, to repreſent | 
the great nconvyeniencies that have hap- | 
| pened by the Obſervation. of the Zoth. 
| ; _ of January, and by the Sermons that 
have been preached upon that Day ; 
and you may expect perhaps that 1 ſhould” | * 

fay fomething to this ; bur 1 don't think 
it either needful or convenient ; becauſe | 
| I judge this. to..be a Matter more pro- | 5 
| per to be debaced. in Parlzament then by | ; 
private Perſons. B. | 
- But, there is one thing noted in this | © 
Cancluſim, which perhaps you may think þ * 
lies. upon, me, more then any one elle, | ® 
to. detend, viz. That ſpeaking of K. | P 
CHARLES I.in my Sermon,I ſhould i 
ſay, the beſt. of Kings, and the :beſs of | © 
Men 5 which Expreſſion he fates. ſeveral | " 
were* 


A F : 


| 


\ 


[ ip 1 


| were angry at ; eſpecially becauſe I' did 
not except the preſent King ; ; and he 


might have added, that ''riyas a grea- 
ter Fault in me chan it would been in 
another, becauſe I Write my {elf wan 


| lam't» His Majeſtyy But the Author, 1 
| think, does not fay he himſelf was of- 
| fended at this Expreſhon; and 7 ſuppoſe 
| thoſe ſeveral, (Gf indeed "there were any 
| that, upon chis Account only were an- 
| gry at 1t,) were only ſuch, as not on- 
| Iy have not been converſant | in ancient 
| Authors, bur are not yet fo far read, 

| eyen in their Teſtament; as to the be- 
; ginning of St. Like's Goſpel, where v. 3. 


he ſtiles Theophilus,nyſt excellent ; by. which, 


' 1 ſappoſe few, even of theſe beginners 
' to fead,* do think that St. Luke meant 


to tnake a Compariſon between him ang 
other excellent Perſons, and much. leſs to. 


prefer Theophilus before all other ' Men, 


the Holy Apoſtles of our Lord not ex- 


| cepted. " therefore this being fo 
| manifeſtly an invidious Cayil, I think dr 


BE 


» 
ky, 
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no: Anſwer-z eſpecially when 1n the Sex- 
mon” ir ſelf, | tho'. 1 commended K. 
Charles I, for- * his: Virtues, -1 did allow 
that, he: had Faults 3 But the Faults that 
were then, and have ſince been charged 
| tipon him, being. only ſuch as he might 
be, and I believe was led ingo by Miſ- 
information, and a miſtake of the extent 
af his Power. and Prerogative, I faid 
they were only ſuch, - as: were. conſiſtent 
with Integrity of  Miad 5 and ſuch Faults 
as theſe .I think Cati | hardly be called 
Vices and inmoralities. 


' And Now, Sir, 1 hope you are fa 


cafied. - that [ have-no Reaſoh, . more. 


than any other: Man, to engage my -ſelf 
in--a further Controverſie with 7. T. 
the Author of Melton's Life; for as to 
the Reflections which he has in ſeveral 
places-of 4myntor, (almoſt in every Page) 
made Upon me; particularly, as to the 
meannels of my. Parts, '-and my great 
want af. Learning ; I yalue them not ; 
nd the W orld | "Dae: of me as 1t 
£ | wo: 


| 


P=?,.. k« © 
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pleaſes. Or. if 1 was minded. to,,make 
any Anſwer to theſe parts of his Book, 
it ſhould be only this; That my Na- 
cural Parts are ſuch as God was plea- 
ſed ro give me, ro which I can-no 
more add than to my Stature ; howe- 
yer, ſuch as they are, I am contented 
with them, and thankful for them : 
And' . thir my Learning is as much, 
as by moderate Study, with ſuch Parts, 


T have been able to attain. And to this 
perhaps, 7 ſhould ſubjoyn a Prayer, 


m which 1 make 'no doubt 7. 7. 
would think himſelf included (as well 
as he is thought by ſome to be, inthe 
Prayer for Jews, Turks, _— and He- 
reticks) viz. That they who have better 
Parts, and more Learning, may uſe an 
improve them to the Glory of hi 


that gave them ; and do more good in 


the World than 1 am able to do. 

Theſe Reaſons for my not Writing 
an Anſwer to 4m e's if they ſatisfie 
youz you may P caſe ro communicate, 
C4 0) as 


[+], 
[ as your! have Opporcunity;: th any other 
I of vah « Friends, whom you ſhall find 
| to- live * the ſame Expectativn from 
I! reie that” you had, by doing which, 


|j —O—_ mm; | 
nt Sir, | ET. 


Ly pit 21, 1699. Fy | . | 
| 3. * | | Ste E Tour moſt Aﬀefiomate Friend, | 
it PIES BY EY A and. Hunble Servant. | 
Py ns Olsp. Blackall, b] 
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 ASermonPreached art the Aſlizes held for the 
County of Surry, at Kizgſton upon Thames, 
March 30, 1699. Theſe two by Henry Hesketh, 
keRor of Chariword, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to His Majeſty. | 

A falle Faith not Juſtified by Care for the 
Poor 3 prov'd in a Sermon Preach'd at St, Paul's 
Church, Aug? 28, 1698. 

| Myfteries 1n Religion Vingicated, or the Fi- 
liation, Deity and Satisfaction of our Saviour, 
aſſerted ag:inſt;Socinians, and others. with Oc» 
cafional Refle&ions cn ſeveral late Pamphlets : 
Theſe two by Lute Milbourn a Presbiter of the 


/ Church of Erzlard, 


A Sermon Preached before the Right Honou- 


rable the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and Go- 


vernours 


—— 


vernours of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of the City of 
Lonadong,.at St. Bridget's Church, on wedveſdayin 
Eaſter Week, 1698, being one of the Anniver(s- 
ry Spittle Sermons ; by Thomas Lynford, D.D, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to His.Majcfty. 

_ ASermon Preached at the Anniverſary Meet, 
ing of the Gentlemen Educated at © St, Pau/; 
School, Fa». 25, 169j, Publiſhed at the Requeſt 
of the Stewards z by Fohn Pulleys A.M, and 
Prebendary of St. Paul's © © | 
- An Anſwerto an Heretical Book, called, The 
Naked Goſpel, which was condemned and or- 
dered to be publickly burnt by the Convocation 
of the Univerſity of Oxfora, Avg. 19, 1690, 
with ſome Reflections on Dr. Bury's New Edi- | 
tion of that Book, to which is added-a ſhort | . 
Hiſtory of Socinianiſm, by #, Nichols, D. D. | 

 Refletions upon the Theory of the Earth, | 


$7 
& 


occaſioned by a Late Examination of it, in a 


| Letter toa Friend, in Quaeto. 


SD 
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Of Truſt in God, or, a Diſcourſe concerning® ; 
the Duty of caſting our care upon God, in all | 
our Difficulties ; together with an Exhortation 


to Patient Suffering for Righteouſneſs in a Ser- | 


mon On St. Per. 3. 4, 15. By Nathan, Spinckes 
M. A. a Presbyter of the Church of England. | 
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